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BRI SR EES AN e 25|20
About the Workshop

The Workshop on Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition ¥ 338 = 2 HEE =S 1ES
WHETEr 2024 (WOLTLA2024) intends to promote the theoretical study of language and
empirical work on language acquisition, with a focus on the languages of East Asia. The
two-day event, to be held on June 20-21, 2024 at the Chinese University of Hong Kong,
includes 14 invited talks to be delivered by fifteen scholars from China (Mainland, Hong
Kong, Macau, Taiwan), Japan, The United Kingdom, and The United States of America.
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/\ Language Acquisition Laboratory
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

ORGANIZING COMMITTEE
Haihua Pan (Chair)

Thomas Hun-tak Lee

Margaret Lei
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EEEE 8 H|20

Workshop Programme it 5 & %12

Venue: Lecture Theatre 6, 2/F., Yasumoto International Academic Park, CUHK

i BEPXAZREABREME B/ REEE

June 20, 2024 (Thursday)

2024F 685208 (255 M)

08:30-09:00 Registration 7% ffi
Opening Ceremony &I
Professor Victor PAN, Chairperson, Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages, CUHK
FEEPNAEBESERRARBES 22T TEBREER
09:00-09:20 Professor Haihua PAN, Director, Language Acquisition Laboratory,
Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages, CUHK
BEEAPNAEBESERRNEESAESEGERETTEBZERR
Group Photo Taking &8
Session 1A 5 R1A
(Chair: Professor Yan JIANG & Bz 21%)
Invited Speech | 45 8GEE (—)
09:20-10:00 Developmental Pathways in Mandarin Polysemy Acquisition: The Cases of Yao and Hui
Professor Hin Tat CHEUNG 5REEIZZIR (Asia University G0l A ER)
Invited Speech Il 453&E:E (Z)
10:00-10:40 Investigating Early Language Acquisition in Mandarin-Learning Toddlers
Professor Xiaolu YANG 15/\E 235 (Tsinghua University 5 3 K E3)
10:40-11:00 Tea Break Z &R
Session 1B 15X1B
(Chair: Professor Victor PAN & & 1 271%)
Invited Speech Ill $53& &8 (=)
11:00-11:40 Intervention Structures in L2 Acquisition
' ‘ Professor Noriko YOSHIMURA Z 4 40 F#03% (University of Shizuoka 53 [ f4 17 K E2)
Professor Atsushi FUIIMORI BEFR 2 2 3% (University of Shizuoka 53 ] #4 17 X E28)
Invited Speech IV 4F38E 8 (M)
11:40-12:20 The Acquisition of Syntactic Structure
Professor Keiko MURASUGI Y #2 28 F 3% (Nanzan University 7 LLIKES)
12:20-14:30 Lunch &
Session 1C 15 R1C
(Chair: Professor Xuping LI ZNB218)
Invited Speech V #5858 (71)
14301510 REOAEBNERS
: : Professor Jianhua HU #H32 22038 (Guangdong University of Foreign Studies/
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences FEERINEINE K/ 1t ZRIE[R)
Invited Speech VI 453855 8 (71)
15:10.15:50 BERSEAERENNEIERSE
' ' Professor Hongming ZHANG 3R BBZIIR (Macau University of Science and Technology/
University of Wisconsin—-Madison ;B PER} % K B8 /S B /) B R SF KB ZHBHRE)




15:50-16:10

Tea Break Z8%

Session 1D 351D
(Chair: Professor Atsushi FUJIMORI & FR 3 2 #31%)

16:10-16:50

Invited Speech VII $58&E:E (1)
The Neurocognitive Characteristics of Sublexical Orthographic Processing among
Ethnic Minority Children in Southwest China
Professor Shuo LU BEZ7IE (Shenzhen University i3Il AER)

16:50-17:30

Invited Speech VIII $%&E:E (1)
Grammatical Complexity and Information Structure in the Narratives of Older Mandarin-Speaking Adults
Professor Thomas Hun-tak LEE Z=1TE#{3% (The Chinese University of Hong Kong & & $ 3L KE8)

June 21, 2024 (Friday) 20246 821 H (£ )

08:30-09:00

Registration ¥

Session 2A 35 R2A
(Chair: Professor Hin Tat CHEUNG SREEIZ (1)

09:00-09:40

Invited Speech IX 58&EE (71)
AR R R R E A BRI AEEREE

4 oo

Professor Yan JIANG ¥ & #118 (SOAS University of London S AE2tn JEER k)

09:40-10:20

Invited Speech X $58;E:8 (1)
Deictic Gestures and Definiteness-Encoding in a Language without Articles
Professor Xuping LI ZJB##% (Zhejiang University #T1 A E8)

10:20-10:40

Tea Break %87

Session 2B 1528
(Chair: Professor Xiaolu YANG 15/)\ & 203%)

10:40-11:20

Invited Speech X! $53& &8 (+—)
The Syntactic Analysis of Cantonese Negative SFP Mei6 in Yes/No Questions and
Its Implications for Language Acquisition
Professor Paul LAW ZE#RE#{1% (The Chinese University of Hong Kong &8 K E8)

11:20-12:00

Invited Speech XII $5# &8 (+ )
"N WBRRAEEST
Professor Yuan SHEN JCE##% (Fudan University 18 B K &2)

12:00-14:00

Lunch F&

Session 2C i5X2C
(Chair: Professor Shuo LU FE/&2715)

14:00-14:40

Invited Speech Xl 458 E:E (=)
A Non-Sentential Analysis of Haoyige NP Exclamatives in Mandarin Chinese
Professor Yingying WANG EEE 2% (Hunan University jifiF A E3)

14:40-15:20

Invited Speech XIV $5&iE:E (+U)
BB M1 AN E R M2 A B (&
Professor Zhenyu CHEN BRIRFZI% (Fudan University 18 B KE2)

15:20-15:30

Closing Remarks EAE T
Professor Thomas Hun-tak LEE, Deputy Director, Language Acquisition Laboratory,
Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages, CUHK

BEPNARBESENRNES AR S ECEREZI T EFTHAE
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BRI SRS RN E ¥.5|20

Zhenyu CHEN PR

BRI, 1968 ATV AR, BHRSAREE S CE R, MEERW. #07
FORDUETRES: . IPEIES %, BIRIEF %, IB0%. iBHY. ClREE 6 &6 (NER
GRNE 5I25) . (R RGRIAEM 5EE). (DURRNISET) (DUER
Mr&ard). G2, SR SHE D) M CF BT NNEE——I0EE 5 1E M i O
Foho £ (PEIEI) GEFHE) (EADOEHS) GESHEFEEMIR) (CAiEF%) (4
RAEFES) (DUEF2) GESHARETD EEITRAIRER) ST 47 gk e
REFRCL—H— R 2B ChE S 3 ThREEIR. AR, TEAR .
B R WRAE U B BT A e 5%, W DUER SRR Bkt B
W T B IRIEETT A, EDORIRIE. B FRE Y. DORTHEIFCBLRE 5 =R 7
T 1 RE W TAE . B P K DUR GE I JZ IR a5 H) 5 28R s, A5 A EAM e A1k,
o R TS AR, DL ] BRI, S 1B, feRR. Bk, B b, $HsE L
S TSR 22 DU SCTEBE AT FTEE TR T -

Hin Tat CHEUNG REEE

Hin Tat CHEUNG is currently a Chair Professor in the Department of Audiology and Language
Pathology at Asia University. He has been conducting research in both first/ second language
acquisition and developmental language disorders. Additionally, he has been collaborating with
researchers and professionals from different disciplines to investigate the language acquisition
process in learners from diverse backgrounds, as well as those with special education needs. Before
joining Asia University, he held several leadership roles at the Education University of Hong Kong,
where he served as the founding head of the Department of Linguistics and Modern Language Studies.
Prior to his tenure at the Education University of Hong Kong, Hin Tat CHEUNG also served as the
Director of the Audio-Visual Educational Center and Chair of the Graduate Institute of Linguistics at
National Taiwan University. Furthermore, he served the linguistics community in Taiwan as the
President of the Linguistics Society of Taiwan from 2007 to 2009.
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Atsushi FUIIMORI BEZR>

Atsushi FUJIMORI received his MA degree in Linguistics from the University of Shizuoka, Japan,
in 2001, and his PhD degree in Linguistics from the University of British Columbia, Canada, in 2011.
He has been engaged in instructing English to undergraduate students for over ten years while
empirically studying second language acquisition in Japan. He joined the Language and
Communication Research Center at the University of Shizuoka as an associate professor in 2018, and
he became a professor in 2022. He has been serving as the director of the language center since 2019,
overseeing the university’s English education. His research interests range from L2 acquisition at
syntax-interfaces to language pedagogy. He has been engaged in collaborative research with
Professors Noriko Yoshimura and Mineharu Nakayama on the syntax-discourse interface. In 2022,
their joint research presentation at J-SLA received the Best Oral Presentation Award. He served as
the Editor-in-Chief of the Central Japan Linguistic Society from 2016 to 2019.

Jianhua HU #fZEEE

LR EEEEL - TTHRINEIMARIINENE S LEARRER DL TFEER T >
EHE SR E ST R - EFSRBIFFIREIE T 5 - EERSNENERFEIE S5
BEEARZRZEME > BIIREARFZEIRERVIRERE - Bt oA ESERNE JLE
S R RITT AL ET 78 R RN SEEER IR BREER - Yt (HNEE
¥) oo SUESFRELLE  ERTEEEFESTREE -

WA J A AR X~ JLEBERESNALE - LEIEEY - HILEEY - HHT
FEiEsthirant ~ B TGEAESE - 8 SCHT Nature Human Behaviour ~ Linguistics ~ The
Linguistic Review ~ Journal of Pragmatics ~ Lingua D\ J; ( PEVESC) (CURIBSF) (IMEBFE
Sutge) (HARTGEHS:) GMERE) (HAUME) GESERFESWME) GEEH3E) (EER
) (POEFR) (OMEWHTE) HMEDSCF:) FHAT - S HRAVEIFA - OPaEHst—
—FEMEE ) (BSSEIHE » 2024) » Prominence and Locality in Grammar: The Syntax
and Semantics of Wh-Questions and Reflexives (Routledge, 2019 ) » Interfaces in Grammar (Hu
Jianhua & Pan Haihua (eds.), John Benjamins, 2019 ) -
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Yan JIANG ¥k

Yan JIANG is senior lecturer of Linguistics and the Languages of China, School of Languages,
Cultures and Linguistics, SOAS University of London, where he currently teaches modules in general
linguistics and English-Chinese translation. He is also admission tutor for doctoral students in
linguistics.

Paul LAW ZE3RES

Paul LAW studied linguistics at UCLA and MIT. He worked as a researcher in University of Quebec
at Montreal from 1991 to 1994 and at Zentrum fuer Allegmeine Sprachwissenschaft in Berlin,
Germany from 1994-2007. He taught at the City University of Hong Kong from 2008-2020. His
interests are syntactic theory, the interfaces between syntax, morphology, semantics and phonology,
as well as cognition. He has worked on Romance, Germanic, Austronesian, Naxi, Vietnamese and
Chinese languages.

Page 10
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Thomas Hun-tak LEE Z={T4&

Thomas Hun-tak LEE received his Ph.D. in Linguistics from UCLA. His research interests lie in
language acquisition and syntax/semantics, with particular reference to issues of learnability and the
first language acquisition of Cantonese and Mandarin. His publications have focused on children’s
understanding and use of logical structures, and their implications for language and cognitive
development. He led the construction of the Hong Kong Cantonese Child Language Corpus
(CANCORP) and the Chinese Early Language Acquisition (CELA) corpus, and is on the editorial
boards of a number of journals, including Contemporary Linguistics, Journal of East Asian
Linguistics, and Language Acquisition.

Xuping L1 ZXjEF

Xuping Li holds a Ph.D in theoretical linguistics and currently serves as a professor and doctoral
supervisor at the College of Literature, Zhejiang University. He obtained his Ph.D from Bar-Han
University, Israel, where he studied from September 2006 to June 2011. Since December 2019, he
has been a Professor at the College of Literature, Zhejiang University, after serving as an Associate
Professor from December 2013 to November 2019. His research primarily focuses on Theoretical
Linguistics, specifically in the areas of semantics and syntax.
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Shuo LU PE/

Shuo LU is currently a professor in the College of International Studies, Shenzhen University,
Shenzhen, China. She is also the Head of the Department of English, Shenzhen University and the
Director of Neurolinguistics Laboratory, Shenzhen University. Her research interests lie in language
acquisition, language disorder, neural development, and brain functional network. She is a leading
researcher of a Major Project of the National Social Fund of China, and has published over 40
research papers as first or corresponding author in Neurolmage, Frontiers in Neuroscience, and
Cerebral Cortex.

Keiko MURASUGI M#HET

Keiko MURASUGI was born in Nagano, Japan and received BA and MA from Tsuda College in
Tokyo, where she became interested in language acquisition. She continued her studies at the
University of Connecticut, specializing in the acquisition of syntax. After completing her Ph.D. in
1991, she taught at Kinjo Gakuin University in Nagoya, Japan for seven years and then, moved to
Nanzan University, also in Nagoya. She is currently a professor of linguistics in the Faculty of Global
Liberal Studies there.

She has worked on syntax and the acquisition of syntax, and has recently published papers on
mimetics and the syntax of Japanese dialects as well. Her recent publications include “Root Infinitive
Analogues in Child Chinese and Japanese” (in Chinese Syntax in a Cross-Linguistic Perspective,
Oxford University Press, 2014), “Children’s ‘Erroneous’ Intransitives, Transitives and Causatives”
(in Transitivity and Valency Alternations: Studies in Japanese and Beyond, Mouton de Gruyter,
2016), “The Structure of Mimetic Verbs in Child and Adult Japanese” (in Ideophones, Mimetics and
Expressiveness, John Benjamins, 2019), “Parameterization in Labeling: Evidence from Child
Language” (The Linguistic Review 37, 2020), and “Binomial Adjective doublets in Japanese: A
Relational Morphology Account” (Morphology 32, 2022).
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Yuan SHEN JLE

i, BH KRR RZBER, WA FEGTRONE . RCRET (P ERE
s CAfEF ). CGIASMEY ST, wEE OBE:NES IR BEVII) CIRE TH%
G (RNEAE U FLY A1 The Semantics and Pragmatics of Bare Noun Phrases in Chinese
DIRe (HpAE R ) (1) (BTESR)  #ER (BYFE) (F) F - ARSIt
DT ANA ZFHR] ~ 16— S FAE VIR FEE M EE - YRE L ESFTRASGEER
FMRMFRREEL - EBHENREFHESRFEMFREE L - 2 minta
TFHERFMF R (MBI - BE TR (HMLEE ) #3F ERRE
oI IR T R -

Yingying WANG F4#%

Yingying WANG is a professor in the College of Foreign Languages at Hunan University.
Before joining Hunan University, she taught in the philosophy department at Sun Yat-sen
University and worked as a research fellow in linguistics at City University of Hong Kong.
She holds a Ph.D. from Sun Yat-sen University. She has published academic papers in
journals such as Language, Natural Language & Linguistic Theory, Journal of Semantics,
and Lingua. Her primary research interests lie in semantics and pragmatics.
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Xiaolu YANG 15/Ng&

YANG Xiaolu, Professor of linguistics of the Department of Foreign Languages and
Literatures of Tsinghua University, and Director of the Language Acquisition Lab. Her
primary research interest is syntactic and semantic development of Mandarin-speaking
children and her previous work spans acquisition of various forms and structures in Mandarin
Chinese, including focus and scalar particles, functional categories, control structures,
classifiers, unaccusativity, wh-questions and so on, using naturalistic observations and
experimental methods. Taking a linguistic approach to the study of child language, she
attempts to explore the interaction of universal grammar and language-specific grammars as
well as the relation between linguistic and cognitive development. Currently she is working
on early language acquisition of syntax and semantics in Mandarin-learning toddlers. Her
work has been published in international journals and journals in China and also in
international conferences such as BUCLD and GALA. She has authored two books and is PI
of three projects supported by the National Social Science Fund of China.

Noriko YOSHIMURA HEAHMACF

Noriko YOSHIMURA obtained her MA and PhD in Linguistics from the University of Southern
California, USA. She taught linguistics and conducted English teacher training programs as a full-
time professor at the University of Shizuoka. She is currently a visiting professor at the University
of Shizuoka in Shizuoka and Kokushikan University in Tokyo. Her research interests include
English-Japanese comparative syntax, second language acquisition, and educational linguistics. She
serves as the Secretary General for the Central Japan Society of Linguistics and sits on the advisory
board for the Japan Second Language Association. She has co-authored numerous journal papers
with Mineharu Nakayama and Atsushi Fujimori, one of which received the Oral Presentation Award
from the Japan Second Language Association in 2022.
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Hongming ZHANG 5R#LEH

SRUEE], GRS SR L, BRAH MRS E AR, MITRE KBRS R, T
HHBREPOMEE . TRULY SR AEAR B RS FNIN N RS B2 1 5F B RO 1L AR A &
AL, W RARAEAR FOREE . BEMCF RIS S e . RTINS KB AR, WY 1994 SRR
5 B T e S KBRS IR A RS 2022 4F 1 IERIBARIRPIRHE KRB EBE L2 &, HAEHE
SRR LTS .

TEB SR AR SR HARAR. AE AN A mEIR. FELEE . RS,

%\
RS AR BB

Page 15



Abstracts

Page 16






Workshop on Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition 2024

e s REESEEHNE 2 5|20
BIRE L FERME 2 (R

BRIRT ' X 2
B HKS, BEFIE KT

BT 1, 48 Schwarzschild (2002) F monotonic property 1 non-monotonic property &
PHERIAE . FE. DB (2017) BT TAE, RN WM R AR, E.
TUL CUREAER =R, WaHTFHHARE =AH, HBEEZENT 35 -
WIRFEM KR 60 FER, TBAIXMAK IR TH5rE 2 60 FEI 7. ArEmCON BRI SR, &
N WK | RGN UE G

FORPE 2, R OCGEIA S ST A (R AR OC RIFIR IR, AR BT

1) BN 1 ISR, YR

OWHEMN B, BRI IG G EFE %, aFEE4L 0 NES{A, B, C, w-e ),
Hfg—AR—ditot, RO —4Ron P 24 BUE.

Q@IULEH ZH A AN E R G, BRHE N XY, e RE S (A, B, C, - }
I o 25T X AR TeANEUE X1, X0, HEAMTHEEKR: X1cX0, BN “XI 22 X0 1
FLAAE” BUE “X1 A2 X0 57, XS U X1 &M X0 2 FI—N45r, 1 X0 22 X1
FFADEA X B TC A Hr= .

®5 X0 —ES5HMAN Y HibcBUE AN Y0, 5 X1 S 5HM4M Y 418 cBUE N Y1,
LR “E (X0, YOO” “E (X1, Y1)” #4x% %K.

HE VIR R

LYIcYO. sk —3LPUF:, Wb —, W—e/hFIF dnmrge A =7,

ILY1DYO0. WHER—HIM, (5 EANANT, FE 10K, BPb—MANE, 4 PAFE 125
Ko

1L Y1=Y0. AR HE, WOKE, sBAPFEE 7y, #KARESTHE.

IV.Y1 BUEARHEE, YISY0. YI=Y0. YIOY0, =FiEmERaI . BlansR-FHME, 75K
SEEEIE K IR CGREANREEIHE) 9 14 B, MHGEE—/NE4y, WETs 5 R K
PFR87KER, TRE R T ATRE /N T AT RESE T 14 .

BARTE 1 AR 2 R R

B, AR 2 AT EEANAEEE, HESUER, BACHIZE RS ER S, A
HA I 2.

FO, AR 2 2R 1 R SCA SRR TR SRR G2 A BT 1 EL 1T
B, AHAGRIE2; mEE R IV, AEAGRIH 2.

LIEEEBREMH, {(HFEB)Y < (B RIS 1A, (EBERM =R} < (£
=B, BobHEE: |SEECE T =HEE < LB =3 E ). T2A:

CZHEVAARFETHRF P ZHEVINRFFET S (LALEAD

W AT T SER P 69 = 9L R FI<E P 49 Z 5 R |
WA B TR SR B =R |, FiE.

ILAESE ARSI F A, (S8 < (=410, ARIESE 1 R, { =4/ E T
% TEERE ) o { ZHEMAT S TERA Y, Bkt = 2 — /N 58 AT 55 75 B [ > =41
S8 AR S5 T I E] . TR

ZHERZRESEEEY 10 A H— I RERRESEEZEY 10 X (FBTHE2)
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ey

WAL KM | ZE— AR RS E B R[> =A% RS F i >10
WA BEFR | Za— AT RESE B R [>10, fFiE,
A LAE B EE TR A SR vE 2 556 1R 7 R IR A
HLAE AR E T, (KA DRIK)Y ¢ (KMFIK Y, MRS A, K2 7K i
W =K K R . TR
Kt KR EANTEEOKEENG KRG BERSTERE
IVAE CFD MIEREFH, (TR} < (R}, RIS IV B, PERE R S E
WA LA KT T ANTRKR, FCURIERE, WA 40H o8 REA AL
P EGFHRRE VA 110Mb/S A L/ LMEe-F3HRi%k £V £ 110Mb/S AL
Yora ey ik £ & 110Mb/S A L/~ P E-F3 Rk £V £ 110Mb/S XA L

The Relationship between Monotonicityl and Monotonicity?2

Zhenyu Chen', Chengfeng Liu?
Fudan University', East China Normal University >
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Errey

Developmental Pathways in Mandarin Polysemy Acquisition: The Cases of
Yao and Hui

Hin Tat Cheung

Asia University

This presentation reports on the acquisition of "yao" (%) and "hui" (&), which share three basic
meanings: (1) the ability to do something (dynamic), (2) the promise or permission of an act
(deontic), and (3) the judgment of the possibility of a future event (epistemic). Analysis of
spontaneous language samples from three children aged between 18 months and 42 months shows
that children primarily use "yao" to express three functions in sequence: (1) expressing needs or
desires (dynamic), (2) describing obligations or the necessity of events (deontic), and (3) inferring
the occurrence of an event (epistemic). The acquisition of "hui" follows a similar developmental
pathway, with distinct nuances in the structural patterns employed. The acquisition pathways of
"yao" and “hui” are closely related to the development of children's control of structural patterns as
well as their social cognition. Children expand the use of "yao" and "hui" from one function to
another by leveraging already mastered grammatical structures. The progression to express
obligations or the necessity of events mirrors the frequency of adults using this function, revealing
the role of adult input. In summary, the developmental pathways revealed in the acquisition of the
polysemous "yao" and "hui" demonstrate an intriguing interplay between the linguistic domain and
social cognition, contributing to the current research framework in first language acquisition by
highlighting the integrated roles of linguistic structures and social cognitive development.
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JLEAEEHEIZRE

TEE D e
JEFIGEFIFELZ ) FIFI T PE b

ASCHRE =44 b0 E TR JLE 0511 2 3;1 M E R sk, WE AR AL, RALR
WLEANEGE M RS 5 R RN . ASCHRIWFFE R I, LB AR B B, #T a6 oh 2
(externalize) HWTEMIIMGEIEL Y SOAII™ A2 VP SRIAIARE, TR R B0 7
CP S5 . FEXCR M Z A B, JLE NAE CP JZ W IET 2 LEINAE TP J= 3 (R B3 BE
WA . BT ANEONERIE A, 5 AN RS B s A BhahiE . LE LSS E CP R
AARE SIS VP ERIZhiE sS4, FF DL —F M RrE R A . ASCHIRE RN, L
AL ETEIL, & BN (CPZA VP 2D mHE (IP J2) XA AR K
FEo XA A KRN S D0E  LEIE 5 K AR L, ARSI PUEF . BAR
W WEESEAFEE S RLE HIER SR

The Growth of Children’s Syntax

Lulu Peng!, Jianhua Hu??

Beijing Information Science & Technology University!,
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies?®, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences?

This paper investigates the early acquisition of syntactic structures based on longitudinal data from
three Beijing Mandarin-speaking children aged between 0;11 and 3;1. It is found that children at the
single-word stage could use nouns, verbs and interjections, which may be taken as evidence
instantiating their acquisition of VP and CP respectively. It is also found that children at the two-
word stage begin to combine sentence-final particles with VP elements, whereas IP elements such
as aspect markers and modal auxiliaries appear later at the multi-word stage. These facts show that
VP and CP emerge earlier than IP in children’s language development, as predicted by the
Bidirectional Growth Model of Child language acquisition (Hu, 2016).
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ey

FE7 T
M AR Bt A

ERE AR A I B B R, U R FR I B R BRI S A =
AEAARAL ISR NS A BB . — AR M R BB E “#” TR ZIE, A5 “H7
Yy s 28 S L B R R GRS I R, DU “#R7 B “hp” LB, BhE LR
ORI, BT VR8RS I AR5 5. JAM A0 HE it R AR AR S A i O Ak
fw7e, ITERAE R 2CRE 207 AT B i) 92 81 .

WAEEEABGE R DR, AEARE. A8 WP EEE. AR . 22k
TR B AR A G 2. FEIG(RARRE TOMEZE T, SRAPMIS IR M0 3% 5 ek — 8 HL AR i R,
Sl A M BT 3 A 1B JERZ A Link Jrate 52— R A7 1 A SZ ) MR R % (bottomless semi-
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The Syntax and Semantics of Chinese Plurals: A Lattice-Theoretic Analysis

Yan Jiang!, Haihua Pan?

SOAS University of London', The Chinese University of Hong Kong?

Chinese exhibits many unique syntactic and semantic features, such as its paucity in inflectional
morphology and grammatical markers which, while often optional, are sometimes also allegedly
redundant. A case in point concerns the characterization of sentences containing “dou” (all),
including its logical meaning, its relationship with Chinese plurals in general, and the co-occurrence
of “dou” with “mei” (every). These issues continue to attract attention, resulting in an ever-

increasing volume of publications.

Looking at Chinese plurals in terms of algebraic semantics requires us to familiarize ourselves with
the notions of Boolean algebra, PO-set, Hasse diagrams, lattices and the related notions of join and
meet. Within this framework, we explore a specific issue in this talk: why is plural meaning
structurally represented as bottomless semi-lattices with join but no meet? Contrary to some recent
studies which propose to resort to the notion of meet to account for the “Mei”...... “dou” co-
occurrence, we agree with Link’s original proposal that plurals do not involve meet, unless we take
meet to mean the sharing of semantic features.

2FE3FR References

Coppock, Elizabeth. and Lucas Champollion (2020). Invitation to Formal Semantics. Draft.

Champollion, Lucas. (2017). Parts of a Whole: Distributivity as a Bridge Between Aspect and
Measurement. OUP.
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The Syntactic Analysis of Cantonese Negative SFP Mei6 in Yes/No Questions
and Its Implications for Language Acquisition

Paul Law
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The paper investigates the syntactic structure of yes/no questions with sfp mei6 in Cantonese. It
systematically compares it with negation mei6 and supports the majority view that they are
coordinate structures with deletion of the predicate in the second conjunct. It thus follows
immediately that negative sentences with mei6 and yes/no questions with sfp mei6 should share
some similarity, e.g., the implication that the event expressed by the sentence without mei6 is
expected to take place. Their differences on the negative sentences but not on the yes/no questions,
e.g., aspectual restrictions, some apparent instrumental adjuncts, are not due to the two being
different categories as suggested by Tang (2022), but can be resolved by a less stringent condition
on deletion than what has heretofore been proposed. The deleted predicate need not be completely
identical to the antecedent predicate. All that is required is that the head of the deleted predicate be
the same as that of the antecedent predicate. The analysis affords a unified account of mei6 and

requires no assumption specific to yes/no questions or sfp mei6.

The implications for language acquisition are that yes/no questions with sfp mei6 should emerge not
later than the mastering of mei6 in negative sentences, coordinate structures and predicate deletion.
This is in sharp contrast with the prediction of the view that the two mei6s are different categories,
for which they may be developed independently, i.e., negative mei6 may emerge earlier or later than
sfp mei6. Whether the prediction is borne out awaits future empirical study, however.
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Grammatical Complexity and Information Structure in the Narratives of Older

Mandarin-Speaking Adults

Thomas Hun-tak Lee
The Chinese University of Hong Kong

The language of older adults has been characterized by the use of shorter sentences and simpler
syntax in their discourse production (Shadden 1997, Kemper 2015, Kreuz and Roberts 2019),
phenomena attributed to limitations of working memory capacity and executive functions (Cheung
and Kemper 1992; Kemper 2009). Older adults show lower rates in clause complexity and left-
branch embedding (Kemper et al 1989, 1990; Kemper and Sumner 2001; Kemper, Thompson and
Marquis 2001). Earlier studies have also produced conflicting findings, with some failing to confirm
a clear decrement in syntactic complexity or a vocabulary advantage in older adults (Cooper 1990;
Nippold, Cramond and Hayward-Mayhew 2014; Capilouto, Wright and Maddy 2015). The issue
whether older and younger adults differ in how information structure is expressed has hitherto been
investigated in the context of pronouns (Hendriks et al 2008).

In this exploratory study of language and aging, we examine the narrative production of two groups
of Mandarin-speaking adults: a group of older adults (N=33, age range=59-81, mean age=66.7) and
a group of university students (N=32, age range=17-26, mean age=19), using the Pear Stories task
(Chafe 1980). The following research questions are addressed: (1) Do older adults show a reduced
linguistic complexity when compared to younger adults in their use of modals, quantifiers,
classifiers, clause embedding structures, and non-canonical word order? (2) Do older adults differ
from younger adults in their use of NP form and word order with respect to information status? The
narrative production of each subject was examined with respect to use of words (type/token), verbs,
quantifiers, modals, and classifiers; use of sentential adjuncts, relative clauses, clausal complements,
BA-construction, and passives. The distributions of bare noun phrases and numeral phrases were
analyzed with reference to information status (first mention vs. prior mention) and word order

(preverbal vs. postverbal).

It was found that older adults differed significantly from younger adults in producing shorter
sentences and showing lower rates in their use of quantifiers, classifiers, relative clauses, clausal
complements, and non-canonical word orders, reflecting a generally reduced grammatical
complexity. The two age groups show similar patterns in how they use bare NPs for anaphoric
reference and numeral phrases for referent introduction. However, they show notable differences in
how they use bare nouns for referent introduction and numeral phrases for anaphoric reference.
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Deictic Gestures and Definiteness-Encoding in a Language without Articles

Xuping Li
Zhejiang University

Mandarin Chinese, which is an articleless language, makes use of demonstratives and bare nouns to
make definite references, but it is straightforward to us how these two verbal forms are semantically
distinguished from each other. It is argued that the more cognitive salient a referent is, the simpler
referential expression is preferred over more complex forms (e.g. it > the NP > demonstrative NP).
There is ample evidence showing that deictic gestures (e.g. pointing) are commonly used with
demonstratives to construct joint attention to make referents more salient. In this study, we testify
whether such hierarchy of referential expressions also holds for Mandarin and how deictic gestures
influence referential choices. An experimental study and a follow-up corpus study were conducted
on Mandarin bare nouns and demonstrative phrase. The results reveal a more complex picture:
deictic gestures can accompany both bare nouns and demonstratives in Mandarin when a referent is
not salient enough; bare nouns are preferred when joint attention is achieved on a referent, while
demonstratives are used to establish new joint attention. We conclude that definiteness in Mandarin
is encoded by a hierarchy of verbal forms that can further be assisted by deictic gestures and joint
attention.
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The Neurocognitive Characteristics of Sublexical Orthographic Processing
among Ethnic Minority Children in Southwest China

Shuo Lu

Shenzhen University

China is a multi-ethnic nation, where the development of literacy abilities among ethnic minority
children typically faces unique challenges, due to factors such as the mismatch between mother
tongue and the language of literacy education, the language status, attitudes, and family support in
multilingual communities. The Southwest region is one of the most representative areas in China
where ethnic minorities reside. This study utilizes behavioral assessments as well as neurocognitive
techniques to investigate the characteristics of literacy ability development and the sublexical
orthographic processing of Chinese characters of elementary school children in this region.

The behavioral examination utilized the “The Literacy Development Test Scale for Chinese
School-age Children” to comprehensively assess literacy abilities, including overall literacy skill,
Chinese character recognition, text reading, Chinese character writing, text writing, and more fine-
grained dimensions. The study included a total of 3096 children from grades 1-6 from Liuzhou and
Hechi City, Guangxi province. The findings revealed a significant urban-rural gap, with the rural
ethnic minority children lagging behind for at least 2 grades in literacy development. Besides, a gap
between ethnic majority and minority children were also found, mostly in rural areas. The detailed
analyses further indicated that in the lower grades, Chinese character recognition and writing lagged
behind for Zhuang children compared to Han children, while in the fourth and sixth grades, sentence
reading were behind for Zhuang children.

These results from behavioral examination underscore the importance of focusing on the Chinese
character recognition abilities of ethnic minority children in the lower grades. Thus, we further
utilized eye-tracking and HD-EEG to examine the neurocognitive characteristics of the most
fundamental process in Chinese character recognition, i.e., the sublexical orthographic processing
in the two groups. Results revealed the following: 1. In typically developing (TD) children, ethnic
minority children displayed a noticeable lag in primary visual processing abilities, tending to utilize
lower-level processing strategies in simple tasks. 2. Among ethnic minority children, the differences
between children with dyslexia and TD children were less pronounced compared to the differences
between Han ethnicity children with and without dyslexia. There were no differences in primary
visual processing abilities between minority children with dyslexia and TD children; yet the
distinctions were evident in processing strategies. 3. The processing strategies of ethnic minority
children with difficulties were less efficient compared to Han ethnicity children with difficulties.

These findings suggest that the reading difficulties of children with challenges are primarily
manifested in primary visual processing (basic recognition abilities), indicating a systematic lack of
foundational neural sensitivity and less efficient processing strategies. This shed lights on the
importance of focusing on the development of basic recognition abilities in minority children in
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lower grade levels such as understanding character spatial structures, component recognition,
component understanding, and character formation principles.
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The Acquisition of Syntactic Structure

Keiko Murasugi

Nanzan University

How do children acquire syntactic structure? Children at around the age of two produce main
declarative in a non-finite form or Root Infinitives, and child grammar around then allows the choice
of optionally truncated structures. The Truncation Hypothesis (Rizzi, 1993/1994, Murasugi 2020)
naturally explains the bottom-up process in the acquisition of syntactic structure. Murasugi (2014),
in "Inquires into Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition- Paper offered to Adriana Belletti"
argues, however, that during the RI stage, very young Japanese-acquiring children produce
sentence-final discourse particles (SFDPs) even on the truncated structure, and proposes a possible
top-down process found in the acquisition of phrase structure. In this paper, we reanalyze the two
processes, bottom-up and top-down, in the acquisition of syntactic structure, under the minimalist
programme in generative grammar. Because SFDPs that children employ are independent words
and have no selectional restriction and they create head-complement structures, if children are
equipped with the universal labeling mechanism for {X, YP} structures at RI stage, it is not
surprising that SFDPs are acquired early. I will argue that this is consistent with Murasugi’s (2020)
conclusion that the difficulty children face at the RI stage is at least in part the labeling of {XP, YP}
structures.
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Patel-Grosz, P. and S. Beck (2019). Different again. Semantics and Pragmatics 12(3), 1-52.

Zwarts, J. (2019). From ‘back’ to ‘again’ in Dutch: The structure of the ‘re’ domain. Journal of
Semantics 36, 211-240.
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A Non-Sentential Analysis of Haoyige NP Exclamatives in Mandarin Chinese

Yingying Wang

Hunan University

The Mandarin exclamative structure haoyige NP is often treated as a construction in Goldberg’s
(1995) sense (Hei Weiqgiang 2014; Lei Dongping 2012; Yin Hailiang 2014; Wang Xiaoling 2008).
Recently, some scholars like Yang (2017) and Zhang (2020) have argued that such a structure can
be derived in generative grammar. Especially, according to Zhang’s (2020) more sophisticated
analysis, haoyige NP is a predicate of a full sentence with a null subject, i.e. [pp[s"V]
hao+yi+duo][pp[p hae+yi+due][cLr hae+duo[np[Degp[Deg’ Bao][ap meili-de]][np moli-hua]]]]]. More
specifically, hao is an expressive intensifier (EI) base-generated at the head of DegP and undergoes
a Deg-to-D head movement, similar to the German External Degree Modification Construction
(EDC) such as fotal die coole Party (cf. Gutzmann and Turgay 2015). Moreover, the head cluster
haoyige moves further out of DP to the position of the null copula, hence possessing the feature
[+V], unlike its German counterpart. The null subject is a new type of obligatorily silent subject,
parallel to the type of null subject found in imperatives and exhortatives. In this paper, we provide
a series of evidence to show that Zhang’s analysis is problematic. The main problems are as follows:
(1) The Deg-to-D movement of 4ao is not well-motivated, as the indefinite article yi lacks the feature
“expressivity [+ex]”, unlike the German definite articles; (ii) Hao is not used as an EI here: for one
thing, hao yige nianqing de bojue xiaojie ‘what a young countess’ does not necessarily express the
speaker’s attitude towards the high degree of the countess’s youngness; for another, the adjective
associated with the noun in NP can be non-gradable, e.g., hao yige heigiqi de yewan ‘what a dark
night’. Due to this, we propose that sao in such a structure should be treated as an exclamative
marker. Moreover, to give a formal analysis of this structure, we adopt Al-Bataineh’s (2023) non-
sentential analysis of exclamatives, according to which ExcIPs are asymmetrical small clauses
selected by Excl head. It shows that this analysis accounts for the peculiarities of haoyige NP

exclamatives.

Page 31



Workshop on Linguistic Theory and Language Acquisition 2024
RSB EE T RN ¥ 5|20

Investigating Early Language Acquisition in Mandarin-Learning Toddlers

Xiaolu Yang
Tsinghua University

Early language acquisition research raises many intriguing questions such as whether children have
abstract knowledge of language early in development and what factors determine the acquisition of
abstract knowledge. In this talk, we report findings from experimental studies of early language
acquisition by Mandarin-learning toddlers using the Intermodal Preferential Looking Paradigm
(IPLP) and the Visual Fixation Paradigm. We will show that toddlers are sensitive to the agreement
relation between two elements in the sentence (e.g. the semantic agreement between classifiers and
nouns) and this sensitivity facilitates on-line sentence processing. We will also demonstrate that
toddlers are aware of the subtle differences between verbs types (e.g. the unaccusative-unergative
distinction) and that syntactic as well as semantic cues in the input will lead to successful learning
of novel verbs of different types. These findings will be discussed with respect to their implications
for the initial state of language acquisition and the role of input in language acquisition.
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Intervention Structures in L2 Acquisition

Noriko Yoshimura', Atsushi Fujimori', Mineharu Nakayama?
University of Shizuoka', The Ohio State University*

In this talk we will discuss L1 Japanese L2 English learners’ acquisition of three intervention
structures in English: object relative clause (ORC), subject control (SC), and raising seem (SR)
constructions (1). These constructions exhibit a structural effect of locality on the filler-gap relation
or an intervention effect in the framework of featural Relativized Minimality (RM) (Friedmann et al.,
2009,). In each construction an anaphoric relation between the matrix subject and its gap () is
disrupted by the intervener, the dog, Susan, or Mary. Studies in L1 and L2 acquisition generally
find that due to this intervention/RM effect, ORC, SC, and SR are harder to comprehend and
produce than its counterparts, SRC (subject relative clause), OC (object control), and SR without an
experiencer (2) (Belletti et al. 2012, Hirsch & Wexler 2008, Xia et al. 2022).

(1) a. ORC: The girl that the dog is kissing
b. SC: Hanako promised Susan to join the tennis team.
c. SR: John seems to Mary to be happy.
(2) a. SRC: The girl that is kissing the dog.
b. OC: Hanako told Susan to join the tennis team.
c¢. SR: John seems to be happy.

Our experimental results have revealed that Japanese EFL learners show early understanding of the
ORC and the SC constructions, but late understanding of the SR construction (Nakayama &
Y oshimura 2020, Yoshimura & Nakayama 2019). To account for this intervention asymmetry in L2
acquisition, we argue that relativization and the control structure in Japanese induce hierarchical
structures on par with those in English. Therefore, the learners have acquired a way of avoiding
intervention during the process of acquiring the equivalent structures in their native language. L1
grammatical knowledge helps nullify the intervention effect in L2 acquisition (Fujimori et al. 2022,
Yoshimura et al. 2023). On the other hand, it takes time for them to overcome the effect in the SR
structure with a specific strategy because Japanese does not have a construction similar to it. Cross-
linguistic influences, either positive or negative, are critically evident in the acquisition of

intervention structures in L2 acquisition.
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Typological Studies of Prosodic Features and Prosodic Units

Hongming Zhang
Macau University of Science and Technology / University of Wisconsin-Madison

The typological nature of prosodic features is closely related to the prosodic hierarchical units of a
human language, a complete inventory of which will contain various levels including the mora, the
syllable, the foot/phonological chunk, the prosodic word, the clitic group, the phonological phrase,
the intonation phrase, and the utterance. The prosodic units of any specific language can find
expression on different levels of the prosodic hierarchy, which is part of Universal Grammar, but a
specific language may not necessarily include all the units on the prosodic hierarchy. The set of
prosodic units a specific language encodes depends on whether this language makes use of the
parameter that defines these prosodic units. To take ‘foot’ for example, one of the prosodic units on
the prosodic hierarchy relevant to stress languages with binary-contrast: the features of the
parameter relevant to the stress include prominence, predictability, rhythmicity, culminativity,
hierarchical structure, etc. However, as a tonal language without binary-contrast, Chinese does not
have structural categorized stress on the lexical level. The neutral tone is not equivalent to the
unstressed syllable. As opposed to other tones, its phonological demonstration is the tone changing
process, such as spreading, downstep, upstep, downdrift, floating, tone terracing, tone sandhi,
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neutralization, etc. The unstressed syllable, in contrast to the stressed syllable, is the process of
metrical operation, such as iambic, trochee, clash, line conflation, etc. To distinguish tone and stress,
we should employ phonological means, rather than phonetic ways. The parameters in phonetics like
pitch, intensity, and duration are not workable to distinguish the differences holding among tone,

stress and pitch-accent which are concepts in phonology instead of phonetics.

Within the typological framework presented here, I will demonstrate that it would be conceptually
misguided and empirically groundless to claim that Mandarin Chinese is a stress language, as the
language does not possess any of the phonological properties required of such a phonological

classification.
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Directions

Directions from University MTR station to Yasumoto International Academic Park (YIA)

Yasumoto International Academic Park (YIA) is within walking distance from the University
MTR station. Upon leaving Exit A of the station, turn right and walk along Station Road to the
first junction. Cross Station Road at the pedestrian crossing, and you will arrive at YIA. The
buildings on both sides of the steps are the two wings of YIA. Proceed to the 2 /F via the outdoor
escalators. Enter a glass door on the left and you will find YIA LT6 on that corridor.

- J////__;Z

(Yasumoto International Academlc Park)

Directions from Yasumoto International Academic Park to University MTR station

To return to University MTR station from LT6 of Yasumoto International Academic Park, exit
from the glass doors leading to the outdoor steps upon leaving the lecture theatre. Go down
two flights of steps, cross the road on your left at the pedestrian crossing, and head toward the
University MTR station.

Page 37






https://ling.cuhk.edu.hk/woltla2024



	About the Workshop
	Organization
	Organizer
	ORGANIZING Committee

	Acknowledgments
	Colleagues of the General Office
	Members of Language Acquisition Laboratory

	Bio-Sketches of Invited Speakers
	Abstracts
	Directions
	Blank Page
	Blank Page
	LAL2024_workshop_programme_jun18.pdf
	programme

	LAL2024_workshop_programme_jun18B.pdf
	programme




