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Abstract

Work on the structure of ditransitive VPs in Polish (reported in Grabska & Abels 2022) suggests that indirect objects in both double object
structures and to-dative structures are systematically introduced in a position above the direct object. | start by reviewing key facts that
offer cross-linguistic support for Grabska & Abels’s conclusion. Some of the evidence comes from traditional constituency diagnostics, and
some from quantifier scope, which is a revealing structural diagnostic particularly in languages that show rigid surface scope.

Interestingly, even languages with otherwise rigid surface scope (including Mandarin and Vietnamese) allow the phenomenon of inverse
linking, that is, the interpretation of a quantifier inside of a DP with scope over the container DP and potentially the entire clause. For
example, English examples of inverse linking such as ‘Someone on every committee voted for the amendment’ were long taken to be a
strong argument for covert quantifier raising.

However, later discussions pointed out some problems with the initial characterisation of such examples. It has been argued that DP-internal
readings of such structures must be allowed (Heim & Kratzer 1998), that the contained DP always takes scope together with the container DP
(Larson’s generalization, Larson 1985), and that the overt position of the quantifier within its container DP plays an important part in
determining its scope (Huang 1982, Thoms 2023). In the second part of the talk, | will outline a system of quantifier interpretation building on
several previous analyses which explains the availability of inverse linking in scopally rigid languages, explains its sensitivity to surface syntax
in English, and at the same time explains the core facts of quantifier interpretation, including scope, without relying on covert quantifier
raising for scopally rigid languages (contra Huang 1982). This reduces the role of quantifier raising in the theory to just the scope shifting
function available in scopally fluid languages like English.
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