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Abstract

The attitude verb believe conveys some sense of modal weakness. For example, it is compatible with an explicit denial of
certainty, knowledge or truth (cf. | believe it's raining, but I'm not sure that it is, Scientists believe there is water on Jupiter, but
they don't know it, | might be wrong, but | believe the store is closed today). Given a standard semantic analysis of epistemic
modals as quantifiers over a selected set of possibilities, the modal weakness of believe could stem from its modal force
(strength of quantifier) or its modal content (domain of quantification). | argue, on the basis of its conjunction closure and
scale structure, that believe has a strong modal force, similar to uncontroversially strong modals like sure or know. Therefore,
the felt weakness of believe must be due to its modal content. Drawing on its occurrence in modal context and interaction
with other epistemic expressions, | suggest that believe has content that is inherently subjective, in the sense of conveying
full internal certainty without projecting public commitment, thus leaving room for negotiation regarding the prejacent.
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