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L2 Speakers’ Derivation of Pragmatic Inferences 
at the Semantics-pragmatics Interface

Communication is not a straightforward and simple operation of arranging and comprehending words in a linear order. 
Very often, listeners have to go beyond the literal meaning of speakers’ utterances to infer the intended and implied 
meaning. Listeners do this by drawing pragmatic inferences. For instance, the sentence “not all students passed the exam” 
means that some students passed the exam, and “Leo is not unhappy with the results” does not mean that Leo is happy with 
the results. The relation between what is said and what is not said but implied is complicated when deriving pragmatic 
inferences. This talk reports a series of studies that focus on how L2 speakers derive and interpret di�erent types of 
pragmatic inferences at the semantics-pragmatics interface, including scalar implicatures, gradable adjectives and 
presuppositions. Through a synthesis of empirical studies, I aim to contribute to the broader understanding of the cognitive 
and processing mechanisms underpinning the derivation of pragmatic inferences in L2 speakers.

Abstract

Dr. Feng is an Assistant Professor at the Institute of Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, Peking University. She obtained her 
Ph.D. in English Language and Linguistics from the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Dr. Feng’ research interests are second 
language acquisition and psycholinguistics, with a speci�c focus on acquisition and processing at the 
semantics-pragmatics interface. She publishes articles in Studies in Second Language Acquisition, Second Language Research, 
Linguistic Approaches to Bilingualism etc.
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