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Linguistic typology has traditionally been interested in two-way interactions of linguistic features in language use, such as if a language has 
property A, then it also has property B (Cysouw 2005: 562). 

In this presentation, I introduce a new methodological approach to linguistic typology and corpus-based analysis that provides a higher 
degree of descriptive accuracy than research on two-way interactions: TYPE- AND ANTITYPE-BASED COMPARISON (e.g., Olguín Martínez & 
Rogers 2024; Olguín Martínez & Gries 2024; Olguín Martínez & Gries, 2026). In this approach, special attention is paid to how syntax, lexicon, 
discourse, and semantics �t together in a uni�ed model, i.e., how syntactic factors interact with lexical, discourse, and semantic factors in 
language use and which con�gurations of features are preferred (i.e. occur more often than expected by chance, which in the literature are 
referred to as TYPES) or dispreferred (i.e. occur less often than expected by chance, which in the literature are referred to as ANTITYPES). 

In type- and antitype-based comparison, there is no conceptual directionality, i.e., there are no dependent or independent variables, as in 
popular regression models. Instead, linguistic variables show di�erent degrees of association strength giving rise to cross-clausal 
associations. Accordingly, types and antitypes can lead us to a better understanding of the ranges of factors involved in the entrenchment 
of constructions and a deeper theoretical understanding of how speakers organize their grammatical knowledge.
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