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Abstract

Factors that explain individual differences in language acquisition have been studied in detail for monolingual child first language learners
and adult second language learners (Dornyei & Skehan, 2003; Hoff, 2006), but they have not been studied extensively in child

bilingual/second/foreign learners until recent years (Chondrogianni & Marinis, 2011; Paradis, 2011; Sun, Steinkrauss, Tenderio, & de Bot, 2016;

Sun, Yin, Amsah, & O’Brien, 2018). Those studies focused on early bilingual language and literacy development tended to explore the
significance of individual predictors but did not adopt a comprehensive view to examine them as a whole. The comprehensive perspective is
crucial as development is probabilistic and a model without incorporating the internal-external linkage could be misleading (Bornstein &
Leventhal, 2015). The linkage could be both at the level of individual factors (i.e., threshold effects; Sunderman & Kroll, 2009) and at the level
of a group of factors (i.e. relative weight; Sun, et al., 2018). This talk will discuss the impact of internal factors (e.g., nonverbal intelligence) and
external factors (e.g., input quantity) in tandem on the rate of child bilingual’s and child foreign language learners’ English learning. By
employing the internal-external factors hypothesis, the threshold effects hypothesis, and the relative weight hypothesis, we hope to develop

a consistent research procedure to address the intersection of individual abilities and the learning environment.
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Dr. SUN He is an Associate Professor and Assistant Director at National Institute of Education, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore.

Her major interests are 1) child bilingualism and ICT (e.g., eBooks, Al), 2) individual differences in early bilingualism/second/foreign language

acquisition, and 3) harmonious bilingual experience. Her work has appeared in journals such as Bilingualism: Language and Cognition, Child
Development, and International Journal of Bilingual Education and Bilingualism, and Studies in Second Language Acquisition, and has been
featured by media, such as Straits Times and CNA. She is an Associate Editor of the Journal of Child Language, a Consulting Editor of Child

Development, and an Executive Committee Member of the International Association for the Study of Child Language.
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