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Prof. Lei LEI

Shanghai International Studies University

Date: April 25, 2023 (Tuesday)
Time: 4:30pm - 6:15pm (Hong Kong Time, UTC +8)

Prior registration is required
The Zoom Meeting details will be provided on April 24, 2023

Syntactic complexity refers to the sophistication and variation of syntactic structures exhibited in spoken
or written language. Indices and tools pertaining to syntactic complexity have been developed and
widely used to measure learner’s language proficiency and levels of teaching materials. In this talk, | will
present two of our recent studies and discuss how syntactic complexity can be employed in the
exploration of learner's writing development and in the adaptation of extracurricular reading materials.

Lei Lei is Professor in Applied Linguistics at the Institute of Corpus Studies and Applications, Shanghai
International Studies University. His research interests include academic English, corpus linguistics, and
quantitative linguistics. He has published extensively in journals such as Applied Linguistics, Journal of
Second Language Writing, Language Teaching, System, International Journal of Corpus Linguistics, and
Journal of English for Academic Purposes. His most recent book is Conducting Sentiment Analysis (CUP,
2021).
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